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Overview   
  

AP   US   Government   and   Politics   will   give   students   an   analytical   perspective   on   government   and   politics   in   the   United   States.   This   
course   includes   both   the   study   of   general   concepts   used   to   interpret   U.S.   government   and   politics   and   the   analysis   of   specific   
examples.   Students   will   participate   in   a   variety   of   activities   exercising   their   civic   duty,   including   but   not   limited   to   attending   public   
meetings,   working   on   political   campaigns,   performing   community   service,   and   writing   letters   to   the   editor.   The   course   also   requires   
familiarity   with   the   various   institutions,   groups,   beliefs,   and   ideas   that   constitute   U.S.   government   and   politics.   Students   will   become   
acquainted   with   a   variety   of   theoretical   perspectives   and   explanations   for   various   behaviors   and   outcomes.   By   completing   this   course,   
students   will   know   important   facts,   concepts,   and   theories   pertaining   to   U.S.   government   and   politics;   understand   typical   patterns   of   
political   processes   and   behavior   and   their   consequences   (including   the   components   of   political   behavior,   the   principles   used   to   explain   
or   justify   various   government   structures   and   procedures,   and   the   political   effects   of   these   structures   and   procedures);   be   able   to   
analyze   and   interpret   basic   data   relevant   to   U.S.   government   and   politics   and   be   able   to   critically   analyze   relevant   theories   and   
concepts,   apply   them   appropriately,   and   develop   their   connections   across   the   curriculum.   
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Unit and 
Pacing 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 
American 
Political 
Ideologies and 
Beliefs* 
 
(4 weeks) 

How are American 
political beliefs 
formed and how 
do they evolve 
over time? 
 
How do political 
ideology and core 
values influence 
government policy 
making? 

Citizen beliefs about 
government are 
shaped by the 
intersection of 
demographics, 
political culture, and 
dynamic social 
change. 
 
Public opinion is 
measured through 
scientific polling, 
and the results of 
public opinion polls 
influence public 
policies and 
institutions. 
 
Widely-held 
political ideologies 
shape policy debates 
and choices in 
American policies. 
 
 

Relationship between 
values, attitudes, and 
beliefs 
 
How cultural factors 
impact political 
attitudes and 
socialization 
 
Elements of scientific 
polling 
 
Connection between 
ideology, political 
parties, and public 
policy 
 
Key terms: 
demographics, 
political culture, 
political socialization 
ideology, conservative 
vs. liberal, libertarian, 
socialist, political 
polarization, 
Keynesian economics 
vs. supply-side 
economics, fiscal 
policy vs. monetary 
policy, public opinion, 
scientific polling, 
public opinion polls, 
tracking polls, exit 
polls, push polls, 
polling universe, 
random sample, 
representative sample, 

Formative: 
Political spectrum 
activity; identity group 
jigsaw chart; the 
“fake” polling project; 
Albert.io questions 
 
Summative: 
Group identity project; 
multiple choice quiz; 
quantitative analysis 
free-response question; 
concept application 
free-response question 

6.1.12.B.2.a  
Analyze how the United 
States has attempted to 
account for regional 
differences while also 
striving to create an 
American identity. 
 
6.1.12.D.3.d  
Analyze the role education 
played in improving 
economic opportunities 
and in the 
development of 
responsible citizens. 
 
6.1.12.D.5.c  
Assess the effectiveness of 
public education in 
fostering national unity 
and American values and 
in helping people meet 
their economic needs and 
expectations. 
 
6.1.12.A.14.d  
Analyze the conflicting 
ideologies and actions of 
political parties regarding 
spending priorities, the 
role of government in the 
economy, and social 
reforms.  
 
6.1.12.D.14.e  
Evaluate the role of 
religion on cultural and 

RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text's 
description of a process 
related to history/social 
studies (e.g., how a bill 
becomes law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered). 
 
RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information 
(e.g., in charts, graphs, 
photographs, videos, or 
maps) with other information 
in print and digital texts. 
 
WH.11-12.2.E 
Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they 
are writing. 
 
WH.11-12.7 
Conduct short as well as 
more sustained research 
projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated 
question) or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources 
on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 
 
9.3.12.ED.2  
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sampling error, 
margin of error 
 
 
 
 
 

social mores, public 
opinion, and political 
decisions.  
 
6.1.12.D.14.f  
Determine the influence of 
multicultural beliefs, 
products (i.e., art, food, 
music, and literature), and 
practices in shaping 
contemporary American 
culture. 
 

Demonstrate effective oral, 
written and multimedia 
communication in multiple 
formats and contexts.  

Unit and 
Pacing 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 
Political 
Participation* 
 
(5 weeks) 

How have changes 
in technology 
influenced political 
communication 
and behavior?  
 
Why do levels of 
participation and 
influence in 
politics vary? 
 
How effective are 
the various 
methods of 
political 
participation in 
shaping public 
policies? 

Factors associated 
with political 
ideology, efficacy, 
structural barriers, 
and demographics 
influence the nature 
and degree of 
political 
participation. 
 
Political parties, 
interest groups, and 
social movements 
provide 
opportunities for 
participation and 
influence how 
people relate to 
government and 
policymakers. 
 
The impact of 
federal policies on 
campaigning and 
electoral rules 

Models of voting 
behavior 
 
Factors that affect 
voter turnout 
 
The roles of various 
linkage institutions 
 
The function and 
impact of political 
parties 
 
Barriers to the success 
of third parties 
 
The benefits and 
problems of interest 
group influence on 
elections and policy 
making 
 
How the electoral 
process differs 
between 

Formative: 
Interest group speed 
dating profile; media 
bias links; short 
answer questions; 
vocabulary; Albert.io 
questions 
 
Summative: 
Interest group speed 
dating paragraphs; 
group political party 
project film, brochure, 
and platform; 
redistricting 
recommendation 
report; multiple choice 
quiz; quantitative 
analysis free-response 
question; concept 
application 
free-response question 

6.1.12.A.2.e  
Examine the emergence of 
early political parties and 
their views on centralized 
government and foreign 
affairs, and compare these 
positions with those of 
today’s political parties. 
 
6.1.12.A.3.g  
Determine the extent to 
which state and local 
issues, the press, the rise of 
interest group politics, and 
the rise of party politics 
impacted the development 
of democratic institutions 
and practices.  
 
6.1.12.C.10.b  
Compare and contrast the 
economic ideologies of the 
two major political parties 
regarding the role of 

RH.11-12.2 
Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 
 
RH.11-12.7 
Integrate and evaluate 
multiple sources of 
information presented in 
diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or 
solve a problem. 
 
WHST.11-12.4 
Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 



Hillsborough Township School District                                    AP US Government and Politics                    10/22/2018 

3 

continues to be 
contested by all 
sides of the political 
spectrum. 
 
The various forms of 
media provide 
citizens with 
political information 
and influence the 
ways in which they 
participate 
politically. 

congressional and 
presidential elections 
 
How political 
campaigns are 
organized and 
financed 
 
The changing role of 
the media 
 
Key terms: 
suffrage, grandfather 
clause, literacy 
test/poll tax, saliency, 
political efficacy, 
Amendments: 15, 19, 
24, 26, Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, 
prospective vs. 
retrospective voting, 
party line (straight 
ticket) vs. split-ticket 
voting, voter turnout / 
Get Out The Vote, 
party platforms, 
national conventions, 
committee leadership, 
congressional 
leadership, two-party 
vs. multi-party 
system, third party, 
single-issue party, 
proportional 
representation, 
divided government, 
grassroots or party 
activists, 
candidate-centered 
campaigns vs. 

government during the 
New Deal and today. 
 
6.1.12.A.14.e  
Evaluate the effectiveness 
and fairness of the process 
by which national, state, 
and local officials are 
elected and vote on issues 
of public concern.  
 
6.1.12.A.14.f  
Determine the extent to 
which nongovernmental 
organizations, special 
interest groups, third party 
political groups, and the 
media affect public policy.  
 
6.1.12.A.14.g  
Analyze the impact of 
community groups and 
state policies that strive to 
increase the youth vote 
(i.e., distribution of voter 
registration forms in high 
schools). 
 
6.1.12.A.16.a  
Examine the impact of 
media and technology on 
political and social issues 
in a global society. 

 
9.3.12.AR-JB.3  
Plan and deliver a media 
production (e.g., broadcast, 
video, Internet and mobile).  
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party-centered 
campaigns, 
realignment vs. 
dealignment, 
proportional vs. 
winner-take-all 
system, campaign 
finance, incumbency 
advantage, open and 
closed primaries, soft 
money, Bipartisan 
Campaign Reform 
Act of 2002, “Stand 
by Your Ad” 
provision, PACs and 
super PACs, iron 
triangle, single-issue 
groups, 
ideological/social 
movements, 
professional/trade 
organizations, federal 
budget process, 
revolving door, K 
Street, Ethics in 
Government Act 
(1978), think tanks, 
amicus curiae briefs,  
social media, 
horse-race journalism, 
gatekeeping/agenda 
setting, issue framing,  
narrowcasting, media 
bias, media 
conglomeration, 
sound bite 
adversarial press, 
libel 
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Unit and 
Pacing 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

Foundations of 
American 
Democracy*  
 
(5 weeks) 

How did the 
writers of the U.S. 
Constitution 
attempt to protect 
individual liberty 
while also 
promoting public 
order and safety? 
 
How have theory, 
debate, and 
compromise 
influenced the U.S. 
Constitutional 
system? 
 
How does the 
development and 
interpretation of 
the Constitution 
influence policies 
that impact citizens 
and residents of 
the U.S.? 

A balance between 
governmental power 
and individual rights 
has been a hallmark 
of American 
political 
development. 
 
The Constitution 
emerged from the 
debate about the 
weaknesses in the 
Articles of 
Confederation as a 
blueprint for limited 
government. 
 
The Constitution 
created a 
policy-making 
process aimed at 
ensuring the 
people’s will is 
represented and that 
freedom is 
preserved. 
 
Federalism reflects 
the dynamic 
distribution of power 
between national 
and state 
governments. 

Forms of democracy: 
participatory, 
pluralist, elite 
 
Constitutional 
compromises: Great 
Compromise, 
Electoral College, 
Three-Fifths 
Compromise, Slave 
Trade Compromise 
 
Role of the central 
government: the 
elastic clause vs. the 
Tenth Amendment 
 
Key terms: 
Limited government,  
natural rights, popular 
sovereignty, 
republicanism, social 
contract, Federalist 
No. 10, Federalist No. 
51, Brutus No. 1, 
Declaration of 
Independence, 
Articles of 
Confederation, Shays’ 
Rebellion, U.S. 
Constitution, Bill of 
Rights, federalism,  
separation of powers,  
checks and balances,  
amendment process, 
enumerated powers,  

Formative: 
Graphic organizer or 
song playlist on the 
Articles of 
Confederation; 
Balance of power 
scavenger hunt; 
Albert.io questions 
 
Summative: 
Multiple choice 
questions; quantitative 
analysis free-response 
question; 
argumentative essay 
free-response question 

6.1.12.A.2.a  
Assess the importance of 
the intellectual origins of 
the Foundational 
Documents (i.e., 
Declaration of 
Independence, the 
Constitution, and Bill of 
Rights) and assess their 
importance on the spread 
of democracy around the 
world. 
 
6.1.12.A.2.c  
Compare and contrast the 
arguments of Federalists 
and Anti-Federalists 
during the ratification 
debates, and assess their 
continuing relevance.  
 
6.1.12.C.14.b Judge to 
what extent government 
should intervene at the 
local, state, and national 
levels on issues related to 
the economy. 
 
 

RH.11-12.4 
Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the meaning 
of a key term over the course 
of a text (e.g., how Madison 
defines faction in Federalist 
No. 10). 
 
RH.11-12.6  
Evaluate authors' differing 
points of view on the same 
historical event or issue by 
assessing the authors' claims, 
reasoning, and evidence. 
 
RH.11-12.8  
Evaluate an author's 
premises, claims, and 
evidence by corroborating or 
challenging them with other 
information. 
 
WH.11-12.1.D 
Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they 
are writing. 
 
WH.11-12.4  
Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, organization, 
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the Commerce 
Clause, Supremacy 
Clause,  
McCulloch v. 
Maryland, U.S. v. 
Lopez 

and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

Unit and 
Pacing 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

Interactions 
Among 
Branches of 
Government*  
 
(10 weeks) 

How do the 
branches of the 
national 
government 
compete and 
cooperate in order 
to govern?  
 
To what extent 
have changes in 
the powers of each 
branch affected 
how responsive 
and accountable 
the national 
government is in 
the 21st century? 

The republican ideal 
in the U.S. is 
manifested in the 
structure and 
operation of the 
legislative branch. 
 
The presidency has 
been enhanced 
beyond its expressed 
constitutional 
powers. 
 
The design of the 
judicial branch 
protects the Supreme 
Court’s 
independence as a 
branch of 
government, and the 
emergence and use 
of judicial review 
remains a powerful 
judicial practice. 
 
The federal 
bureaucracy is a 
powerful institution 
implementing 
federal policies with 
sometimes 

Congress - structure, 
powers, functions of 
each house and how it 
impacts the 
policy-making 
process. 
 
Role of elections, 
partisanship, and 
divided government in 
Congressional 
behavior. 
 
Presidential agenda -- 
obstacles to 
achievement and clash 
with Congress. 
 
Formal and informal 
powers of the 
presidency. 
 
The evolution of the 
power of judicial 
review. 
 
The confirmation 
process for the 
Judiciary. 
 

Formative: 
Executive cabinet 
poster; January 
Madness presidential 
evaluation; 
Bureaucracy webquest 
or Breakout; multiple 
choice questions from 
Albert.io 
 
Summative: 
President-Congress 
clash debates; multiple 
choice quiz; Supreme 
Court comparison 
free-response question; 
concept application 
free-response question; 
Supreme Court paper 
and simulation 

6.1.12.A.2.d  
Explain how judicial 
review made the Supreme 
Court an influential branch 
of government, and assess 
the continuing impact of 
the Supreme Court today.  
 
6.1.12.A.3.d  
Describe how the Supreme 
Court increased the power 
of the national government 
and promoted national 
economic growth during 
this era. 
 
6.1.12.A.5.a  
Assess the impact of 
governmental efforts to 
regulate industrial and 
financial systems in order 
to provide economic 
stability. 
 
6.1.12.C.9.a  
Explain how government 
can adjust taxes, interest 
rates, and spending and 
use other policies to 
restore the country’s 
economic health. 

9.2.12.C.4  
Analyze how economic 
conditions and societal 
changes influence 
employment trends and 
future education. 
 
9.2.12.C.8  
Assess the impact of 
litigation and court decisions 
on employment laws and 
practices 
 
RH.11-12.2 
Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 
 
RH.11-12.5 
Analyze in detail how a 
complex primary source is 
structured, including how 
key sentences, paragraphs, 
and larger portions of the 
text contribute to the whole. 
 
WH.11-12.1.A 
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questionable 
accountability. 
 
 

How the bureaucracy 
carries out the 
responsibilities of the 
federal government. 
 
How Congress uses 
oversight to ensure 
the executive branch 
carries out its 
responsibilities. 
 
Key terms: 
divided government, 
coalitions, 
Congressional 
leadership, federal 
budget, filibuster, 
cloture, unanimous 
consent, Rules 
Committee, 
Committee on the 
Whole, treaty 
ratification, pork 
barrel spending, 
logrolling, Baker v. 
Carr, Shaw v. Reno, 
gerrymandering, 
redistricting, lame 
duck, trustee vs. 
delegate, veto, pocket 
veto, foreign policy, 
executive orders, 
signing statements, 
presidential cabinet, 
Federalist No. 70, 
Federalist No. 78, 
Marbury v. Madison, 
stare decisis, judicial 
activism, judicial 
restraint, iron 

 
6.1.12.C.9.b 
Explain how economic 
indicators (i.e., gross 
domestic product, the 
consumer price index, the 
national debt, and the trade 
deficit) are used to 
evaluate the health of the 
economy.  
 
6.1.12.C.13.c  
Evaluate the effectiveness 
of social legislation that 
was enacted to end poverty 
in the 1960s and today by 
assessing the economic 
impact on the economy 
(e.g., inflation, recession, 
taxation, deficit spending, 
employment, education). 
 
6.1.12.A.14.a Evaluate the 
effectiveness of the checks 
and balances system in 
preventing one branch of 
national government from 
usurping too much power 
during contemporary 
times.  
 
6.1.12.A.14.b  
Analyze how the Supreme 
Court has interpreted the 
Constitution to define the 
rights of the individual, 
and evaluate the impact on 
public policies.  
 
6.1.12.A.14.c  

Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create 
an organization that logically 
sequences the claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 
 
WH.11-12.8 
Gather relevant information 
from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of 
each source in terms of the 
specific task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate 
information into the text 
selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance 
on any one source and 
following a standard format 
for citation. 
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triangles, patronage, 
merit system, power 
of the purse, key 
bureaucratic agencies 

Assess the merit and 
effectiveness of recent 
legislation in addressing 
the health, welfare, and 
citizenship status of 
individuals and groups. 
 
6.1.12.A.12.b  
Examine constitutional 
issues involving war 
powers, as they relate to 
United States military 
intervention in the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War, 
and other conflicts. 

Unit and 
Pacing 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

Civil Liberties 
and Civil 
Rights* 
 
(6 weeks) 

To what extent do 
the U.S. 
Constitution and 
its amendments 
protect against 
undue government 
infringement on 
essential liberties 
and from invidious 
discrimination?  
 
How have U.S. 
Supreme Court 
rulings defined 
civil liberties and 
civil rights? 

Provisions of the 
U.S. Constitution’s 
Bill of Rights are 
continually being 
interpreted to 
balance the power of 
government and the 
civil liberties of 
individuals. 
 
Protections of the 
Bill of Rights have 
been selectively 
incorporated by way 
of the Fourteenth 
Amendment’s due 
process clause to 
prevent state 
infringement of 
basic liberties. 
 

Individual protections 
within the U.S. 
Constitution 
 
The rights protected 
in the Bill of Rights 
 
The Supreme Court’s 
interpretation of the 
First and Second 
Amendments 
 
The notion of balance 
between individual 
freedom and public 
order and safety 
 
The extent to which 
states are limited by 
due process 
 

Formative: 
Vocabulary; short 
answer questions; 
Supreme Court case 
graphic organizers; 
Albert.io questions 
 
Summative: 
Supreme Court case 
comparison 
free-response 
questions; 
argumentative 
free-response question; 
multiple choice quiz 

6.1.12.D.2.b  
Explain why American 
ideals put forth in the 
Constitution (i.e., due 
process, rule of law, and 
individual rights) have 
been denied to different 
groups of people 
throughout time. 
 
6.1.12.A.4.b  
Analyze how ideas found 
in key documents (i.e., the 
Declaration of 
Independence, the Seneca 
Falls Declaration of 
Sentiments and 
Resolutions, the 
Emancipation 
Proclamation, and the 
Gettysburg Address) 

8.1.12.C.1  
Develop an innovative 
solution to a real world 
problem or issue in 
collaboration with peers and 
experts, and present ideas for 
feedback through social 
media or in an online 
community 
 
8.1.12.E.1  
Produce a position statement 
about a real world problem 
by developing a 
systematic plan of 
investigation with peers and 
experts synthesizing 
information from multiple 
sources. 
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The Fourteenth 
Amendment’s equal 
protection clause as 
well as other 
constitutional 
provisions have 
often been used to 
support the 
advancement of 
equality. 
 
Public policy 
promoting civil 
rights is influenced 
by citizen-state 
interactions and 
constitutional 
interpretation over 
time. 
 
The Supreme 
Court’s 
interpretation of the 
U.S. Constitution is 
influenced by the 
composition of the 
Court and 
citizen-state 
interactions. At 
times, it has 
restricted minority 
rights, and at others, 
protected them. 
 

The rise of particular 
social movements and 
the governmental 
response. 
 
The expansion of 
individual liberty 
under the Supreme 
Court’s interpretation 
of the Bill of Rights. 
 
Key terms: 
Engle v. Vitale, 
Wisconsin v. Yoder, 
Tinker v. Des Moines, 
Schenck v. United 
States, time, place, 
and manner 
restrictions, clear and 
present danger, New 
York Times v. U.S., 
McDonald v. 
Chicago, Gideon v. 
Wainwright, search 
and seizure, right to 
an attorney, 
exclusionary rule, 
PATRIOT Act, Roe v. 
Wade, Letter From 
Birmingham Jail, 
Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, Title IX, 
Brown v. Board of 
Education, the 
National Organization 
for Women 

contributed to demanding 
equality for all.  
 
6.1.12.A.4.c  
Judge the effectiveness of 
the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
Amendments in obtaining 
citizenship and equality for 
African Americans.  
 
6.1.12.A.5.b  
Analyze the effectiveness 
of governmental policies 
and of actions by groups 
and individuals to address 
discrimination against new 
immigrants, Native 
Americans, and African 
Americans. 
 
6.1.12.A.6.b  
Evaluate the ways in 
which women organized to 
promote government 
policies (i.e., abolition, 
women’s suffrage, and the 
temperance movement) 
designed to address 
injustice, inequality, 
workplace safety, and 
immorality.  
 
6.1.12.A.6.c  
Relate the creation of 
African American 
advocacy organizations 
(i.e., the National 
Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People) to United States 
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Supreme Court decisions 
(i.e., Plessy v. Ferguson) 
and state and local 
governmental policies.  
 
6.1.12.A.13.b  
Analyze the effectiveness 
of national legislation, 
policies, and Supreme 
Court decisions (i.e., the 
Civil Rights Act, the 
Voting Rights Act, the 
Equal Rights Amendment, 
Title VII, Title IX, 
Affirmative Action, Brown 
v. Board of Education, and 
Roe v. Wade) in 
promoting civil liberties 
and equal opportunities.  
 
6.1.12.B.14.d  
Analyze the use of eminent 
domain in New Jersey and 
the United States from a 
variety of perspectives. 
 
6.1.12.D.14.d  
Evaluate the extent to 
which women, minorities, 
individuals with gender 
preferences, and 
individuals with 
disabilities have met their 
goals of equality in the 
workplace, politics, and 
society. 
 
 



Hillsborough Township School District                                    AP US Government and Politics                    10/22/2018 

*Units will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  

11 

Unit and 
Pacing 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

Popular 
Representations 
of Public 
Policy* 
 
(4 weeks) 

How do 
filmmakers 
address issues of 
public policy and 
government?  
 
What 
responsibility do 
filmmakers have 
for factual 
veracity? 

Satirists, dramatists, 
and documentary 
filmmakers use their 
medium to 
encourage viewers 
to adopt their 
perspective through 
persuasive 
techniques. 

Elections, campaigns, 
debates, political 
scandals, investigative 
journalism, 
Watergate, the 
Iran-Contra Affair, 
separation of powers 

Formative: None 
 
Summative: film 
content questions, film 
journal, film review, 
film essay 

6.2.12.D.5.c 
Assess the influence of 
television, the Internet, and 
other forms of electronic 
communication on the 
creation and diffusion of 
cultural and political 
information, worldwide. 
 
6.3.12.D.2 
Analyze a current foreign 
policy issue by considering 
current and historical 
perspectives, examining 
strategies, and presenting 
possible actions. 

W.11-12.1 
Write arguments to support 
claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient 
evidence. 
 
W.11-12.9 
Draw evidence from literary 
or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 
 
RH.11-12.2 
Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 
 
RH.11-12.8 
Evaluate an author’s 
premises, claims, and 
evidence by corroborating or 
challenging them with other 
information. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
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